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Admiral James D. Watkins
Secretary of Energy

United States Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave. Sw :
Washington, pc 20585

Dear Mr, Secretary:

As you know, the operator of the HFR/Petten reactor has requested
a U.S. export of 33 kilograms of nuclear weapons-grade, highly enriched

or diverted by a terrorist, it is 8 quantity sufficient for one or two
nuclear wWeapons,

reactor performance or operation costs, In previous Years, the
operator made a commitment to convert to low enriched fuel as soon as
it became available. Indeed, this Promise to convert was one of the
breconditions for past U.s. exports of bomb~grade uranium.,

fuel. If the U.S. breaks this long-established brecedent by approving
the HFR/Petten request, allowing the Ooperator to renege on itg past
commitments, we risk undermining both the program ang U.S. non-

We believe that a thorough examination of the issues raiseg by the
pend@ng gFR/PetFen HEU export application is in order, given the
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1. Copies of all correspondence between the Department of Energy
or its contractors (including but not limited to the RERTR Program at
Argonne National Laboratory) and the Operator of the HFR/Petten
reactor in the Netherlands, from August 1, 1989 to the present.

2. Copies of all notes, memoranda, or other documents in the
possession of the Department of Energy or its contractors (including

to convert. Because of the pending export application, we ask that a
response be provided to us within 10 working days, or no later than
August 22, 1991, Should you have any questions about our request,
bPlease have your staff contact Mr. Alan Kuperman (Rep. Schumer) at 225-
6616 or Mr. Jeffrey Duncan (Rep. Markey) at 225-3979,

Thank you for your attention to this timely matter.

Sincerely,

PETER H. KOSTMAYER
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Cc: Arlen Erdahil, Acting Assistant Secretary for
.. International Affairs and Energy Emergencies
Erik Rasmussen, DOE Congressional Affairs



