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May 9, 1997

The Honorable Shirley Ann Jackson
Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD, 20852

The Honorable Caro] M. Browner
Administrator

U.S. Environmenta] Protection Agency
Washington, DC, 20460

Dear Ms Browner:

We are writing to €ncourage you to reach an environmentally responsible agreement on the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) draft rule for cleanup of groundwater and soil at the hundreds
of radioactively contaminated sites in the U.S.

We are aware of the F ebruary 7, 1997 Jetter sent to Chairman Jackson by Administrator Browner
regarding NRC’s reported intent to make significant changes to its August 22, 1994 proposed rule. We
share her concerns that these proposed changes are not protective under the Comprehensive
Environmenta] Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) or the Safe Drinking Water Act.

While CERCLA allows a maximum level of residual contamination of |5 millirems/year
(mrem/yr), the NRC rule has a basijc standard of 25 mrem/yr and an alternative standard of 100 mrem/yr.
This corresponds to an almost 10-fold increase in the lifetime risk.

The standard for safe drinking water (Maximum Contaminant Levels or MCLs) is 4 mrem/yr, but
the NRC rule would allow for the releage of property that has ground water that is contaminated at levels
of up to 100 mrem/yr, even if the water is currently used ag drinking water. If the ground water migrates
off-site and is used for drinking water at some time after the site has been released, the future users would
be responsible for meeting the MCLs of 4 mrem/yr. CERCLA requires that a cleanup protects ground

Wwater that is a current or potential source of drinking to the MCLs, ensuring that future innocent users of
the water are protected from health risk and financial liabiljty.

We are also concernegd that the NRC has Proposed to restrict community involvement in cleanup

decisions by deleting requirements for a site-specific advisory board from its proposed rule.
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