
April 25, 2006

Committeeon EnergyandCommerce
U.S. Houseof Representatives
Washington,D.C. 21515

DearRepresentative:

The Committeeis scheduledto takeup the CommunicationsOpportunity,Promotionand
EnhancementAct tomorrow.We stronglyurge your support for the Markey-Boucher
Eshoo-Insleeamendmenton the issue of networkneutrality. It addressesa major
shortcomingin the bill that will havea seriousimpacton consumersif it is not corrected.

The bill doesnot includestrong,enforceableprovisionsto prohibitbroadbandnetwork
ownersfrom discriminatingagainstcontent,applicationsand serviceproviders.Network
neutrality is the First Amendmentof the Internet,the principle that guaranteesthat all
speakerson the Internetare treatedequally. This bill rightly recognizesthat Congress
mustreestablishnetworkneutralityprotectionsthat the FederalCommunications
Commissioneliminatedlast year.All that remainsis the FCC’spolicy statement,which
leavesconsumersunprotected.The simplecodificationof the FCC’spolicy statement
will not solve the problem. Moreoverthe bill stripsthe FCCof its authorityto establish
networkneutrality rules, leavingconsumersexposedto anticompetitivetacticsthat will
reducecompetitionandinflate consumerprices.

If left without a remedy,this bill will profoundly undermineinnovationon the free and
openInternet.The nextgenerationof entrepreneurswill experiencenewbarriersto entry;
thosethat do makeit into the marketwill be forcedto passtheir highcosts along to
consumers.In this way, discriminatorytiersof serviceandpricing will leaveconsumers
with higherpricesand fewer choices.Most consumerhouseholdshave,atbest, two
choicesfor broadbandserviceproviders.In the absenceof meaningfulcompetition,it is
imperativethat consumersenjoy the fruits of anondiscriminatorymarketplacein content,
applicationsand services.

We urgethe Committeeto adoptthe Markey-Boucher-Eshoo-Insleeamendment.It
would establishmeaningfulprohibitionson discriminationandrestorethe fundamental
protectionof equaltreatmenton the Internet.

Respectfully,

AARP ConsumerFederationof America
ConsumersUnion US PIRG
FreePress


