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Dear Speaker Hastert, Leader Pelosi, Chairmen Lewis and Rogers, and Ranking Members Obey

and Sabo:

On July 28, 2006, the Committee on Homeland Security ordered reported H.R. 5695, the
“Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006”. We understand that this bill was the product of
a bipartisan Committee process. Upon introduction of H.R. 5695 on June 28, 2006, the Speaker

named the Committee on Energy and Commerce as a jurisdictional Committee.

As members of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, we are writing to request that
you not circumvent and undermine the authorization process by including chemical plant security
provisions in the Homeland Security Appropriations Conference Report.
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Security at our Nation’s chemical plants is a matter of national importance and the
Members of our Committee should have the opportunity to consider and act on this legislation
using the expertise they have gained over many years. Previously, the Committee worked
together to enact Title IV of the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and
Response Act of 2002 dealing with drinking water security and safety. In 1999, the Committee
enacted amendments to the Clean Air Act in the Chemical Safety Information, Site Security, and
Fuels Regulatory Relief Act pertaining to issues relating to the prevention of chemical plant
releases and required the Attorney General to study and report on security at chemical plants.

Moreover, the substance of the provisions that the industry is promoting for inclusion in
the Homeland Security Appropriations bill is deeply flawed. Many provisions in the reported
House and Senate bills that members of both parties believed were important to protect the
security and safety of the American people have disappeared.

Circumventing the expertise and jurisdiction of the Committee on Energy and Commerce
1s not appropriate or necessary. Further, if such provisions are added to an Appropriations bill, it
would constitute legislation in violation of clause 2 of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

There is no reason not to proceed in regular order. Our Committee can expeditiously
proceed to do its job and the House can act on H.R. 5695 this year.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,
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